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We challenge the status qvo, we push people and institutions
out of their comfort zone, we get things done in order to
generate development and progress.

We are doing this through regional planning (Regional
Development Plan, Regional Innovation Strategy) and by
managing EU Structural Funds.

NERDA develops strategies, attracts resources, identifies and
implements financing programmes and offers services for
stimulating sustainable economic development.



HOST	REGION



HOST REGION

The North-East Romania has a population of 3,3 million 
people and a surface of 36,850 km2 (slightly bigger than 

Belgium 
that has 30,528 km2). 



Highlights	about	Iasi

• Home to the oldest university in Romania and
to the first engineering school

• One of the most important education and
research centers of the country (more than
60.000 students in 5 public universities)

• The 1st National Theatre in Romania
• The 1st botanical garden in Romania



Highlights	about	Iasi

• Home to the first ever Yiddish language
newspaper (1855)

• The first ever professional Jewish theatre,
established by Avraham Goldfaden

• Iasi anthem is actually a Jewish song
(Tumbalalaika)

• Hatikvah, The Hope, is a Jewish poem and the
national anthem of Israel. Its lyrics are adapted
by Naftali Herz Imber (born in Zolochiv, Ukraine)
back then part of Austrian Galicia. The poem was
written when he was a scholar in Iasi.



Highlights	about	Iasi

• Iasi was also home to many greeks
• Filiki Eteria (society of friends) was a secret
19th-century organization whose purpose was
to overthrow the Ottoman rule of Greece and
establish an independent Greek state.

• In October 1820, Alexander Ypsilantis (the
leader of Filiki Eteria) decided to start the
revolution in Iasi.



Highlights	about	Iasi

• Capital of the Principality of Moldavia (1564 -
1859), Capital of the United Principalities
(1859 - 1862), Capital of Romania (1916 -
1918).



Iasi.	Present	and	Future

- The city is an important ITC hub.
- Opened in 2005, Amazon’s Development
Center in Iasi was Amazon’s first R&D facility in
Eastern Europe. It plays a major role in the
city’s tech industry. More than 1.000 people
working here.

- Continental AG has a research and
development center in Iasi, employing around
2.000 engineers;



Iasi.	Present	and	Future

- Other large companies are: Oracle, Xerox,
Accenture, Capgemini, Bitdifender, Comodo,
Endava, Ness, Pentalog, SCC, TiVo;

- Industry forecasts expect Iasi ITC workforce to
grow from the current 16.000 (end of 2016) to
more than 33.000 by 2030.



Universities	and	R&D	bodies

• Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi
• Gheorghe Asachi Technical University
• Grigore T. Popa University of Medicine and
Pharmacy

• George Enescu National University of Arts
• Ion Ionescu de la Brad University of
Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine

• Petru Poni Institute of Macromolecular
Chemistry



WEEK	OF	INNOVATIVE	REGIONS	IN	EUROPE	2019	- WIRE	X
Explore	&	Create	and	Innovate	in	your	region

A	two-day	conference	(WIRE	X)	will	be	organised	by	the	
North-East	Regional	Development	Agency	(ADR	Nord-Est)	
for	the	tenth	edition	of	the	Week	of	Innovative	Regions	in	
Europe	(WIRE	X)	as	part	of	the	EU	Romanian	Presidency in	
Iași (North-East	Region)	from	26	to	28	June	2019.	The	event	
will	gather	actors	active	in	the	innovation,	research	and	
education	ecosystem	with	the	aim	of	creating	a	community	
of	practice	that	will	make	use	of	big	science	in	order	to	
solve	big	societal	challenges.



Conceptual pillars:

① Big science solving big problems (Mission oriented R&I)

② From regional excellence to European and Global value 
chains

③ Innovation for economic transformation

④ Teach for future 



WIRE 2019 – Week of  Innovative Regions in Europe
Iasi, Romania

Thank you for your attention! 


